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Alexander (“Al”) MacNichol loved the law. Born in 1935
in Eastport, Maine, his life was changed by World War
II. His father entered the service, rising to the rank of
Colonel. He was in charge of the repair shop for the entire
port of New York and was also stationed in Santa Monica,
California. Following the war, he was posted to Hamburg,
Germany where he served as Chief of the Port until 1949.

2020!

Living with his family in Germany, Al developed a love
for classical music and German opera. After the family
returned to the United States, Al entered the military
as soon as he was out of high school, volunteering to
be a paratrooper in the 82nd
Airborne Division. After a term
in the service he decided not
to follow a military career
but retained a lifelong love of
firearms, becoming an avid sport
shooter and reloader for the rest
of his life.
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to hire an attorney. He was later recruited to work in
the County Attorney’s office in Portland as an assistant
prosecutor. After a stint as a prosecutor, he returned to
private practice.
He formed the law firm of Nisbet & MacNichol in South
Portland (later Nisbet, MacNichol & Ludwig). He worked
as a trial lawyer enjoying the many challenges of criminal
trial work, including handling several high profile
murder cases. He also served on the governor’s Pardons
and Commutations Board. In 1985 he was appointed
as a District Court Judge by Governor Brennan. After a
twelve-year career on the bench he retired,
returning once more to private practice.

With Francis Jackson, who had been
his associate at Nisbet, MacNichol &
Ludwig, he formed the firm of Jackson &
MacNichol. There he continued to practice
criminal trial work with some civil and
bankruptcy work. Because of his extensive
knowledge of firearms, he was hired in
He then attended St. Francis
several criminal cases not as an attorney
College in Biddeford, Maine
but as a firearms expert. He testified in
(since better known as the
several cases. After deciding to end his
University of New England).
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XARELTO UPDATE
The popular blood thinner Xarelto, manufactured by Bayer
AG and distributed in the U.S. by Janssen Pharmaceuticals,
a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson, has been causing some
much-deserved legal trouble for the past few years. Side effects
of the drug, such as internal bleeding, wound infection issues,
strokes, and hemorrhages, that were not warned against
became major problems, causing at least 370 patient deaths.
Xarelto is now the focus of about 25,000 lawsuits.
Xarelto is a blood thinner that has several uses, including
reducing the risk of stroke in patients with non-valvular atrial
fibrillation; treating deep vein thrombosis and pulmonary
embolism, and reducing the recurrence of these conditions; and
preventing blood clots in patients following knee or hip surgery.
Xarelto can cause severe, uncontrolled internal bleeding which
causes patients a number of problems and can lead to death.
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In 2015, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration received
a total of 10,674 reports involving patients on Xarelto,
including 1,121 patient deaths and 4,508 injuries requiring
hospitalization. This showed that Xarelto was responsible for
the largest number of reported cases of serious injury among
regularly monitored drugs in that year.
With the lawsuits mounting, Bayer and Janssen agreed to
settle a multi-district litigation suit for $775 million. This does
not mean it’s too late to get justice if you or a loved one was
harmed by this drug. Any patient who experienced discolored
urine, uncontrolled bleeding, bleeding gums not related to
periodontal disease, red stools, stroke, bleeding event, heavier
than normal menstruation, coughing up blood clots, or
vomiting blood after taking Xarelto should contact our office
for a free consultation.
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Colonel. He was in charge of the repair shop for the entire
port of New York and was also stationed in Santa Monica,
California. Following the war, he was posted to Hamburg,
Germany where he served as Chief of the Port until 1949.
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He formed the law firm of Nisbet & MacNichol in South
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as a trial lawyer enjoying the many challenges of criminal
trial work, including handling several high profile
murder cases. He also served on the governor’s Pardons
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University Of Maine School of Law, graduating in the class
of 1964. He was one of the first attorneys hired to form
Pine Tree Legal Assistance, Inc. of Maine, the Maine legal
assistance program for people who could not afford

Throughout his professional life he was known for his dry
sense of humor and his willingness to help the underdog,
often taking on seemingly hopeless cases, sometimes with
spectacular results. He will be sorely missed.
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Other benefits such as social security disability insurance (SSDI) and social security retirement are not affected by your veterans disability
compensation. Your social security retirement and your social security disability insurance (SSDI) are paid to you because throughout your
life you have contributed towards the Social Security fund by paying FICA taxes. Your veterans disability compensation will neither affect
your eligibility for these programs, nor the amount of benefits you receive.
Disabled veterans sometimes find themselves fighting on two fronts: one against the Veterans Administration, and the other against the
Social Security Administration. Contact our office If you have been denied benefits from either administration.
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